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2005REVIEW
Unity Coalition has once again had a full and successful year, thanks to the support, motivation and involvement of our community.   Here are some of this years higlights…


Miami Art Gallery OPENING –Co Sponsored by Unity Coalition Friday, February 4, 2005 – 7 pm                     649 NE 79 Street, Miami    miamiartgallery.net                             

National Latino/Hispanic LGBTQ Community Leadership                                                    Steering Committee Meeting in Miami

April 22-24, 2005.  For more info contact Herb Sosa 

¡SIGAMOS ADELANTE! ... SOUTHEASTERN REGIONAL LGBT LATINA/O/HISPANIC FORUM

Unity Coalition hosted a multi-organizational forum in Miami to organize and prioritize the Southeastern U.S. Regions needs and vision for a Latina/o LGBTQ voice.

- Working Committee will continue to lead the visioning and strategic planning to re-establish a national LGBT Latino/Hispanic voice and presence (NLV), and serve as a guide & decision-making body for national Latino/Hispanic LGBT leaders & organizations.

- Serve as visible leadership to the organizing efforts, including responding to media.

- Follow up with next steps generated at national events as appropriate until the framework of a new organization or network unfolds and a board or other governing body is created.

GALLO AWARD GIVEN TO Singer LA INDIA, BY UNITY COALITION 
February 7, 2004 – Score Club
Modeled after the courageous, proud and Latin spirited fowl, the Gallo Award recognizes the best of the best in our community.

Linda Caballero, A.K.A. La India, has been a leader in the effort to bring issues of importance to the Hispanic LGBTQ community thru her access to audiences & the media worldwide.  

FALL 2005 Board of Directors Meeting/Election of 2005-06 UC Board of Directors/Officers
Wednesday, September 28th, 2005 - 7:30 P.M.
Board of Director’s 2005-06 list for consideration: Herb Sosa, “Ron” Saul Brenesky, Christian Aguilar, Miguel Trujillo, Dahlia Canes, Maria DeLak, Dr. Laura Leyva, Alex Fernandez (MaryTrini from Azúcar Club). Of Counsel: Alan Ginsberg, Board of Advisors: Luis Penelas, Dr. Manuel Laureano-Vega


GLAAD HONORS IN MIAMI September 29th, 2005 – Ritz-Carlton
The Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD) Honors Cristina Saralegui(Univision’s “El Show de Cristina”) and the best in Spanish-language media representations at its second annual ABSOLUT ®  Miami: An Evening to Honor Spanish-Language Media, co-presented by Coors Light. 
AMBIENTE E-MAGAZINE CELEBRATES 3rd YEAR July, 2005…Sponsored by Unity Coalition, Ambiente Magazine, a monthly Hispanic gay publication, dedicated to informing, educating and entertaining the community on positive Hispanic arts & culture in our community, across Florida,  the Caribbean, Central & South America.

UC BOARD MEMBER RUNS FOR FLA. STATE REPRESENTATIVE    Dr. Laura Leyva          
After developing & establishing Family AIDS Coalition, a non-profit community based organization serving youth, adults and families on all issues of HIV/AIDS in South Florida, Ms. Leyva offered herself as a candidate for the Florida House of Representatives, district 107.  

COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD TO FEY  September 26, 2005 – Score Club

Unity Coalition/Coalición Unida & AMBIENTE Media, in the name of Florida’s Latino/Hospanic LGBT commmunity, recognizes mexican singer Fey for her efforts on behalf of our community.


COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD TO GLORIA TREVI  October 9, 2005 – Azucar Club

Unity Coalition/Coalición Unida & AMBIENTE Media, in the name of Florida’s Latino/Hispanic LGBT commmunity, recognizes mexican singer Fey for her efforts on behalf of our community.

FILMING No Estas Solo PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT October 19, 2005 – Azucar Club

Anti-discrimination commercials, incl. Alex Annunsiato, Dr. Laura Leyva, Monica Taher, MaryTrini & Ron Brenesky.


VICTIM JULIO GERARDO GAITAN DOB 11/14/62

THE VICTIM WAS MURDERED ON 11/10/05.  THE INCIDENT OCCURRED AT 2389 SW 36TH AVENUE, MIAMI

THE VICTIM DROVE A GREEN IN COLOR, 1997 FORD ESCORT 4-DOOR WITH A BIKE RACK ON THE TRUNK.  

ANYONE WITH ANY INFORMATION ON THE VICTIM OR THE CASE IS ASKED TO PLEASE CALL MIAMI POLICE OR CRIME STOPPERS AT 305-471-8477.  

CALLERS CAN REMAIN ANONYMOUS AND MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR A REWARD.

Anyone with information is asked to please contact:

Detective C. CASTELLANOS City of Miami Police Department HOMICIDE UNIT 400 N.W. 2 Avenue, Miami, Florida 33128 (305) 579-6530

UNITY COALITION Annual Toy Drive Benefiting Children Living With HIV/AIDS
Joining forces with Azucar Club, Flower Bar, Barreiro Foundation & Ambiente Magazine, Unity Coalition successfully raised community awarness & over 450 toys to be given to children living with HIV/AIDs in South Florida.  Distribution within the community will be overseen by CARE Resource & the Miami-Dade Health Department, Hispanic Initiative.



Our lobbying efforts continued across America in 2005.   UC futher solidified its efforts and associations with  dozens of minority based organizations, , and  met with media executives & lawmakers as part of a national coalition to create positive change on LGBTQ & other minority realted issues.  
We have assisted our sisters and brothers in the Carribean, Central and South America, by developing a consistent network of information and support for their LGBTQ communities.

Thousands of volunteer staff hours have been logged in 2005 to ensure that all our families can live free, proud and equal.
Unity Coalition is privately funded, and relys on your personal donations to exist and do its work.  Help us to continue our efforts by attending our events, and visit www.unitycoalition.org today to make a much needed financial contribution.
All of this work is only possible with your support, encouragement and participation.  
Thank You, and join us for 2006!

Herb Sosa

Unity Coalition/Coalición Unida
UNITY COALITION,Inc./COALICION UNIDA is a nonprofit 501(c)3 grassroots initiative offering leadership on issues that concern Latino/Hispanic LGBTQ (lesbian, gay, Bisexual, transgender, questioning) and other minority groups in Florida. 
www.unitycoalition.org                      786-356-1665             849 SW 1st Street, Miami, Florida 33130
2004-05 BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

Herb Sosa - President, “Ron” Saul Brenesky - Vice President, Christian Aguilar - Treasurer, Miguel Trujillo - Secretary,

Dahlia Canes, Maria DeLak, Dr. Laura Leyva 

OF COUNSEL: Alan Ginsberg      ADVISORS: Luis Penelas, Dr. Manuel Laureano-Vega
