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2004REVIEW
Unity Coalition has had a full and successful year, thanks to the support, motivation and involvement of our community.   

Here are some of this years higlights…


BUILDING BRIDGES I, II & III WORKSHOPS In December, January and February, Unity Coalition, with the cooperation of local & national partners, offered 3 training and development workshops.  With over 2 dozen in attendance at each workshop, attendees were trained in public speaking, coalition building, and political lobbying.

GALLO AWARD GIVEN TO MARIA ELVIRA SALAZAR BY UNITY COALITION February 7, 2004… Modeled after the courageous, proud and Latin spirited fowl, the Gallo Award recognizes the best of the best in our community.

Ms. Salazar and the show she produces has been a leader in the effort to bring issues of importance to the Hispanic LGBTQ community to the general the general viewing audience.  The result has been an added awareness on HIV/AIDS education, adoption issues, same sex civil unions, and a variety of other issues that affect our South Florida community. 
MIAMI MASQUERADE BALL BENEFITING UNITY COALITION March 6, 2004…Held at the historic Miami River Inn, the 2005 MMB was a huge success, raising funds for U.C. many community programs.  With promotional spots on Mariloly’s weekly TV show, Mun2’s Fuzion Show, ads & editorials in the Sunpost, Wire and various radio and print media outlets, the community came out and once again supported the Ball and Unity Coalition.
MEDICAID WORKSHOP

Unity Coalition presented a community workshop on Medicaid’s Lock-In Program, requirements and fraud allerts. Held at Miami’s Trinity Eposicopal Cathedral, Medicaid and AHCA (Agency for Health Care Administration) reps. presented to a packed audience.

U.C. & AMBIENTE MAGAZINE SPONSOR ALEX RODRIGUEZ PHOTO EXHIBIT April 16, 2004… Unity Coalition and Ambiente E-Magazine are proud sponsors of Lens Un-Scripted, a photo exhibit by Alex Rodriguez.  Alex Rodriguez who has been involved as a community leader and activist for Environment Issues, the Arts, Youth, HIV/AIDS and Persons with Learning Challenges issues, has recently compiled his first-ever, one man show of his photographic work, with emotional and captivating images from around the globe as the focus of his lens. 
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UNITY COALITION MEETS WITH CITY AND NATIONAL LEADERS ON TRANSGENDER & OTHER LGBT ISSUES OF CONCERN IN MIAMI BEACH May 10, 2004 – Miami Beach, Florida…  Unemployment, immigration, sexual workers, discrimination and police insensibility are some of the issues raised by Unity Coalition, South Beach AIDS Project, Miami Beach Police force, local & national leaders of the Transgender community, with city of Miami Beach Commissioner Matti Herrera-Bower and Police Chief Don DeLucca.  On July 7th, local, state, and national human rights organizations applauded the Miami Beach City Commission's decision to expand its non-discrimination law to provide protections to transgender people.    Miami Beach joins a growing number of municipalities across the country to add such protections, becoming the 71st jurisdiction to expand its law. 
AMBIENTE E-MAGAZINE CELEBRATES 1st YEAR July, 2004…Sponsored by Unity Coalition, Ambiente Magazine, a monthly Hispanic gay publication, dedicated to informing, educating and entertaining the community on positive Hispanic arts & culture in our community, across Florida,  the Caribbean, Central & South America.

U.C. URGES VOTERS TO CONTACT CONGRESS AND VOTE NO ON FEDERAL MARRIAGE AMENDMENT July, 2004… Aggressive letter writing, e-mail and phone bank campaign to Congress. 
UNITY COALITION & U.C. FLORIDA PAC August, 2004… Voter awareness campaign across Miami-Dade County, including e-mail, phone bank & direct mailers to target voters.
HURRICANE RELIEF EFFORT September, 2004… Members of Unity Coalition organized a donation effort on behalf of the Haitian & Dominican communities, offering food, clothing and other needed supplies for the storm victims. 
UNITY COALITION LEADS COMMUNITY EFFORT TO SOLVE THE MURDER OF HENSER LEIVA September, 2004… Henser Augusto Leiva, a singer at Miami’s Jamboree Club and former researcher of Radio Cadena Univision’s “La Hora Gay” was found murdered in Miami.  Thanks to the communities’ efforts, 2 suspects were arrested and confessed to this horrible crime.

NATIONAL TV NETWORK NUEVA VIDA VISION LAUNCHES AMBIENTE TV  

AMBIENTE TV con Ron Brenesky is the first of its kind, weekly national Latino/Hispanic LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender) TV program, dedicated to informing, educating and entertaining the community on positive Hispanic arts, culture and life issues in our community.  AMBIENTE TV can be seen via Nueva Vidavision TV in over 85 cities across the U.S.  Unity Coalition was a charter sponsor for this effort.
¡SIGAMOS ADELANTE! ... NATIONAL LGBT LATINA/O/HISPANIC FORUM- Seattle, WA.


After nearly two decades of national representation of the Latina/o/Hispanic LGBTQ community, LLEGÓ, the only National Latina/o Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender Organization closed it doors due to financial and administrative difficulties.   Although a terrible blow to the efforts and organizations representing the Latino/Hispanic LGBTQ communities of the US and Latin America, community leaders decided to move forward, develop a new vision and reorganize, establishing Sigamos Adelante, a national dialogue of community leaders and organizations with the mission to develop & keep a strong, clear and responsible national voice for the Latino/Hispanic LGBTQ community.  Unity Coalition and its members are actively involved in this process.
¡SIGAMOS ADELANTE! ... SOUTHEASTERN REGIONAL LGBT LATINA/O/HISPANIC FORUM

Unity Coalition hosted a multi-organizational forum in Miami to organize and prioritize the Southeastern U.S. Regions needs and vision for a Latina/o LGBTQ voice.
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ADOPTION IN FLORIDA Participated in the launch the Coalition for Fair Adoption, a group of child welfare, human rights and faith organizations working to repeal the ban. 
UC BOARD MEMBER RUNS FOR FLA. STATE REPRESENTATIVE    Dr. Laura Leyva          After developing & establishing Family AIDS Coalition, a non-profit community based organization serving youth, adults and families on all issues of HIV/AIDS in South Florida, Ms. Leyva offered herself as a candidate for the Florida House of  Representatives.  Although she did not win that election, her positive focus on womens issues,  immigration, child care and education, and pro-human rights platform, brought much needed attention to issues important to our community.
Our lobbying efforts continued across America in 2004.   UC futher solidified its efforts and associations with  dozens of minority based organizations, and worked as a task force to stop homophobia on Hispanic media, and  met with media executives & lawmakers as part of a national coalition to create positive change on LGBTQ & other minority realted issues.  
We have assisted our sisters and brothers in the Carribean, Central and South America, by developing a consistent network of information and support for their LGBTQ communities.

Thousands of volunteer staff hours have been logged in 2004 to ensure that all our families can live free, proud and equal.
Unity Coalition is privately funded, and relys on your personal donations to exist and do its work.  Help us to continue our efforts by attending our events, and visit www.unitycoalition.org today to make a much needed financial contribution.

All of this work is only possible with your support, encouragement and participation.  
Thank You, and join us for 2005!
Herb Sosa
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