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2002-2003 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
- NO TO DISCRIMINATION on SEPT.10 Efforts to repeal a Miami-Dade County rule prohibiting discrimination based on sexual orientation in housing, employment, lending and public accommodations were diffused by the successful Unity Coalition and its national partner in this effort, LLEGO, directed a program of community education and awareness, targeting Hispanic precincts.  On election day, 31 of the identified precincts voted in favor of keeping the ordinance, all of which were predicted to vote against protection of the say "NO" to Discrimination ordinance.

- NO TO ARMESTO Unity Coalition, in partnership with national organization GLAAD, staged an information campaign against the Hispanic Media 100 Awards, its sponsors and participants, for honoring Eladio Jose Armesto, an anti-gay activist, leaving organizers scrambling to find a new host and temper the controversy.

- JDO TRAINING PROGRAM PROPOSAL In November 2003, Unity Coalition presented and extensive program proposal to State Rep. Gus Barreiro, to train the states 1,800+ Juvenile Detention Officers on LGBTQ issues, and warning signs to look for, to avoid abuse within the system.  In July 2003, the state approved the project, and awarded Unity Coalition the program.  Contract from the state is pending.

- ENCUENTRO EN MIAMI Unity Coalition, in partnership with national organization LLEGO,  Miami Acción Positiva and League Against AIDS, participated in the 9n0 Encuentro National Conference, held in Miami.  Members of UC participated in its organization, served as lecturers on several panels, and two members were joined in marriage at the conference.  Also, a beach party for thousands was sponsored by UC, MAP and La Liga on Miami Beach.

- LGBTQ EMERGENCY OUTREACH CARD The wallet-sized card was printed on two sides, providing information on the Unity Coalition, its mission, contact info, as well as contact info. on local health, legal and discrimination organizations that focus on Hispanic LGBTQ issues. Distribution of these cards was community wide.  Local LGBTQ support groups, organizations, clubs, bars, clinics, individuals and related businesses were identified for  distribution.

- HIV PREVENTION SIGNAGE PROGRAM FOR BARS & ADULT STORES In Fall 2002, LLEGO funded an HIV Think Tank in South Florida, attended by leaders in the Latina/o local community. The participants of the Think Tank asked for more education programs for our Latino Community, especially in the HIV prevention area.  The information, in the form of bold and visible signage, was believed to be most needed in adult book shops/stores and at bars. Unity Coalition, with Comm. Bruno Barreiro, received county approval of HIV/AIDS & STD awareness signage in bars & adult shops in Miami-Dade.  This signage is to be posted in the over 20,000 identified businesses, and will appear in English, Spanish & Creole.  This program is the first of its kind in the nation.

- BUILDING BRIDGES I,II,III & IV WORKSHOPS In December, January February and March, Unity Coalition, with the cooperation of LLEGO and Union Positiva, offered 4 training and development workshops.  With over 2 dozen in attendance at each workshop, attendees were trained in public speaking, coalition building, and political lobbying.

- TALLAHASSEE LOBBY DAY In March 2003, Unity Coalition successfully took over 2 dozen volunteers to Tallahassee to lobby for same sex adoptions, HIV/AIDS funding, a high school hate crimes law and minority college funding.

- GENERACION Q was recently established under the leadership of Unity Coalition. Generación Q is a youth based Hispanic LGBTQ group, established to offer Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Questioning youth, support and empowerment to develop as strong, productive and proud adults.  

- IMMIGRATION WORKSHOP In June 2003 Unity Coalition hosted a free Immigration Symposium & Workshop in Miami, focusing on Hispanic LGBT issues, and the myths & realities relating to it.
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- LLEGO, LATINO LGBTQ E. DIRECTORS MTG. Executive Directors from National Latino LGBTQ orgs. Were invited by LLEGO to Washington D.C. to coordinated strategies and policies that affect the community.  4 BOD from UC participated in the training and lobbying on The Hill.
- ENLACES Creating a statewide network of Hispanic orgs. Working with HIV, UC board members participated in a weekend retreat in Brooksville, Fla., and established a rapid response network of agencies.

 - NO TO CANTENS RALLY Unity Coalition staged a successful rally on the streets of Sweetwater, on the radio, print and on TV, to bring attention the unacceptable anti-LGBTQ comments that State. Rep. Cantens had made.  UC also established new alliances with Save Dade during this event.

- VIOLENCE AWARENESS MARCH Oct. 3, 2003, Unity Coalition was proud to participate.

- ORGULLO MIAMI PRIDE Oct.4, 2003, UC organized the event  march & had a booth at Bayfront Park.

- PRESS CONFERENCES AND MEDIA INVOLVEMENT Unity Coalition was in the media discussing various issues, including Aids issues in Cuba, Adoption, Same Sex Marriages, and the Sodomy Law overturned nationally.

Media that UC has participated in:  T.V. - Sabado Gigante, Telemundo Int’l., 41 con Maria Elivar Salazar, 42 noticiero, 51 noticiero, 23 noticiero, Telemiami Maraton de SIDA, RCNTV Noticiero Internacional, Univision Despierta America, TV4 news, TV6 news, TV10 news, 

RADIO -  Radio Unica con Guillermo Decasi, Radio Caracol con Ecario Bermudez, WQBA con Alina Fernandez, WQBA con Ninoska Perez-Castellon, WQBA con Edmundo, WWFE con Col. Matias Farias, WAQI con Marta Flores, WOCN La Bvoz Nica con BizmarkRosriguez, WWFL con Raquel Regalado, WIOD news.

PRINT - Miami Herald, Sun Sentinel, Orlando Sentinel, St. Petersburg Times, GLAAD, National News Wire.

- LEGISLATIVE VISITS Over 50 legislators in Tallahassee, Representative Gus Barreiro, Rep. Nan Rich, Rep. Mark Foley, Commissioner Bruno Barreiro & M-Dade Commission, Senator Bob Graham, Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, Clay Shaw.

- LLEGO Encuentro Award of Excellence – Unity Coalition November, 2002

- MIAMI-DADE COUNTY PROCLAMATION – Unity Coalition Day May 22, 2003

2003 BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

Herb Sosa – President; Luisa Rondon-Lassen – Vice President; Christian Aguilar – Treasurer “Ron” Saul Brenesky- Secretary,

Dahlia Canes, Dr. Laura Leyva, Dr. Manuel Laureano-Vega, Isabel Morgado     OF COUNSEL: Alan Ginsberg      ADVISORS: Doralba Muñoz

Unity Coalition of Miami-Dade/Coalición Unida de Miami-Dade, is a grassroots initiative offering leadership on issues  that concern the Latino/Hispanic LGBTQ, and other minority communities in Florida.

Unity Coalition of Miami-Dade/Coalicion Unida de Miami-Dade, es una iniciativa local que ofrece liderazgo dentro  de la comunidad latina/hispana LGBTQ y otras minorias en la Florida, en asuntos que le conciernen.

www.unitycoalition.org                111 SW 5th Avenue, Suite 205, Miami, Florida 33130               305-324-6393

